
Youth-At-Risk is a partnership between the 
Stafford County Sheriff’s Office,

Stafford County Public Schools and the Commonwealth’s Attorney
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Rappahannock Area Community Services 
Board (RACSB) is committed to improving the 
quality of life for people in our local area with 
mental health, intellectual disability and 
substance abuse problems and to preventing 
the occurrence of these conditions.  They do 
this through an integrated community-based 
sysystem of care that is responsive to individual 
needs and choices.

The mission of the Sink or 
Swim initiative is to build 
broad awareness of issues 
related to drug addiction 
and to be an information 

The PACT is a “real world,” 
family-focused, web-based program 
that helps to prevent teen drug use - 
with tools for parents and kids.  Their 



Pink, or as chemists know it, U-47700, comes in various forms and can 
be injected, snorted or taken orally.  

Pink is described as giving users a feeling of euphoria and relaxation, 
but its less desirable side effects include rectal bleeding, severe nerve 
damage, and death.  

Pink is eight times stronger than heroin, although only illegal in four 
states: Florida, Ohio, Wyoming, and Georgia. 

BBecause U-47700 is so new, the Drug Enforcement Agency has not 
had the time to properly investigate the drug and determine its 
precise dangers.  

The drug is in the same family as fentanyl, a legally manufactured 
drug and an opioid that can be 50 times more potent than morphine.  

It can easily and legally be bought online and shipped to your house 
for as little as $4.99. 

AAs a result, the drug is suspected of being connected to 80 deaths in 
the past nine months alone.  If more awareness is not raised about 
Pink’s danger, this number will rise.

The Youth-At-Risk Committee is designed to develop and deploy a 
means of communication for parents, education administrators, 
community and business stakeholders, concerned citizens and 
health care practitioners about products and activities that put our 
youth “at-risk” through education, prevention, and intervention 
strategies.  

OurOur committee identies and promotes youth-at-risk awareness 
activities and prevention planning within Stafford County.  Our 
purpose is to publicize the most pertinent substances being 
reported, to promote resiliency by providing awareness and 
protection factors associated with illegal products, substances, or 
devices, to partner with other stakeholders to pursue and promote 
youth-at-risk prevention opportunities and grants, and to educate 
StaffordStafford County about youth-at-risk opportunities through 
encouragement, communication, socialization, condence, 
independence and accountability.

We hope you nd this booklet informative and helpful in 
identifying at-risk behaviors before they become a problem.  We 
want to help our community make a difference in the lives of our 
youth.

                 Co-Chairs,
                 Dr. John H. Bridges, III
                 Sgt. Michelle Gibbons
                 





More than six out
of 10 overdose deaths

in 2014 involved opioids, including
opioid pain relievers

and heroin...that is 81 deaths a day

Heroin is an opioid drug that is synthesized from morphine, a 
highly-addictive opiate and pain-killing drug extracted from 
the seed pod of the Asian opium poppy plant. 

Heroin goes by a variety of street names, including “H,” “dope,” 
“points,” “dog food,” “junk,” “skag” and “smack.”

RRegardless of the name used, anytime a person purchases 
heroin, it is not pure.  It is often cut with any number of toxic 
additives and other potentially dangerous substances.

Because heroin is cut with a variety of additive agents, the 
color of the nal product can be anything from white to brown 
powder or as a black sticky substance, known as “black tar 
heroin.”

DDepending on how a person intends to use the drug, heroin 
comes in a powder, pill or solution form.  Heroin can be 
injected, inhaled by snorting or sniffing or smoked.  

Heroin’s attraction lies in its ability to reach the brain quickly 
and to produce euphoric effects.

Every time heroin is used, overdose is a risk. 

SSome drug users trying heroin for the rst time become heroin 
addicts the next day. 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 

RRecently, Stafford County Public Schools and the Stafford County 
Sheriff's Office joined forces in a further effort to focus on the safety 
of youth in Stafford County. One of the efforts of the Youth-At-Risk 
Committee is to provide our community with important and timely 
information regarding risky behaviors and current trends facing our 
teenage population. 

TThe Committee is committed to providing our parents and guardians 
with current and up to date information about such topics as the 
misuse and risk of household products as a recreational drug, the 
types, access and use of various illegal substances within our 
community, and the proactive protection of our children regarding 
internet safety and cyber-bullying. 

TThe Youth-At-Risk Committee has developed information pamphlets 
concerning the warning signs parents can look for regarding changes 
in their son's or daughter's behavior. The pamphlets also contain 
information regarding organizations that you may contact to receive 
assistance and/or counseling should your child become involved in a 
situation that requires additional or outside guidance. 

PPartnerships like this demonstrate our commitment to better 
support the youth of Stafford. Together, Stafford County Public 
Schools and the Sheriff's Office guide and support our teens as they 
navigate today's complex and ever-changing world of choices and 
temptations. We recognize that information is constantly evolving 
and the Youth At-Risk Committee is committed to keeping pace and 
to providing our community with yet another tool focused on the 
sasafety of our children. 

Sincerely, 

W. Bruce Benson, Ed. D. 
Superintendent



Dear Stafford Parents,

As your local prosecutor I am proud to partner with our Sheriff, the 
Stafford school system and the business community to educate 
parents of children and teens about the many dangers that place our 
youth at risk.

WWhether it is drugs, sexting or predatory behavior, teens in today’s 
world face challenges that most parents never had to deal with 
growing up. Those challenges can lead to bad decisions - sometimes 
with serious consequences. 

TThrough Youth-At-Risk I am pleased to work with our community 
partners to provide you the information and the resources you need 
to navigate the troubled waters that sometimes arise as we parent 
our children. Our goal is to help, to either prevent bad choices before 
they are made, or to intervene before they get worse. It is our sincere 
hope that by working together we can achieve that goal. 

Eric L. Olsen
CCommonwealth’s Attorney














